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How is the UN tackling greenwashing?

Since the adoption of the Paris Agreement in 2015, an increasing number of
companies have pledged to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions to net zero

- a level where any remaining emissions would be absorbed by forests, the
ocean or other “carbon sinks.” However, those claims are often based on

questionable plans, including emissions offsetting and “insetting” — rather than
actual emission cuts. As such, the transparency and integrity of such claims
remain critically low and risk creating a failure to deliver urgent climate action.

In response to the rise in greenwashing in net-zero pledges, the Secretary-
General established a High-Level Expert Group tasked with developing stronger
and clearer standards for net-zero emissions pledges by companies, financial
institutions, cities and regions, and speed up their implementation. In its report

accountable net-zero pledges and detailed the necessary considerations for
each stage towards achieving net zero and addressing the climate crisis. A
checklist for companies to follow is available here.

EEFR—LR—ASE(ITER
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/science/climate-issues/greenwashing 1 5
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https://web.sas.upenn.edu/pcssm/news/too-many-carbon-offset-claims-are-greenwashing-us-into-a-hotter-world/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/18/revealed-forest-carbon-offsets-biggest-provider-worthless-verra-aoe
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